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From the beginning of the systematic

study of the heavens, the fact has been
recognized that the form of the Milky Way
denotes the scheme of the sidereal system.
At first it was thought that the shape of
the system was that of a vast round disk,
flat like a cheese, and flled with stars,
our sun and his relatively few neighbors
being placed near the center. According to
this view, the galactic belt was an effect
of perspective: Tor when looking in the
direction of the plane of the disk, the
eye ranged through an immense extension

of stars which blended into a glimmering
blur, surrounding us like a ring: while
when looking out from the sides of the
disk we saw but few stars, and in those
directions the heavens appeared relatively
blank. Finally it was recognized that

this theory did not correspond with the
observed appearances, and i1t became evident
that the Milky Way was not a mere effect
of perspective, but an actual band of
enormously distant stars, forming a circle
about the sphere, the central opening of
the ring (containing many scattered stars)
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